
Call for evidence 

The Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee will be able to consider these 
responses as part of its work on the Bill. However, the Delegated Powers and Law 
Reform Committee would also welcome your views on the proposed 
regulations in the Bill and it would be particularly interested to receive 
responses on the following questions: 

 ·       Section 1 – power to provide for referendums: 

The Bill proposes to proceed by way of future referendums being established in 
subordinate legislation (regulations) and not primary legislation.  This differs from the 
Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 which requires provision for 
referendums to be made by Acts of the UK Parliament. Do you consider that this 
power to provide for referendums by means of subordinate legislation is 
appropriate? 

The Bill proposes that the regulations under section 1 which provide for a 
referendum should be by the affirmative procedure. Do you consider that this 
procedure is appropriate, or should such regulations be subject to enhanced 
scrutiny in the form of a super-affirmative procedure – for example, a 
procedure which involves a draft of any regulations to be provided to the 
Parliament for a consultation period before being formally laid? 

  ·       Section 2 – application of this Act 

Section 2 applies the provisions contained in the Bill to referendums proposed under 
section 1(1). Scottish Ministers are required to consult with the Electoral Commission 
before laying draft regulations before the Parliament. There is however no 
requirement to consult with the Parliament before draft regulations are laid. Is this 
procedure appropriate or should regulations under section 2 be subject to 
enhanced scrutiny? Also, is the extent of this power appropriate? 

The closing date for responses is Friday 23 August 2019 (please note this is two 
weeks later than the Finance and Constitution Committee’s deadline). 

 How to Submit Evidence 

Please note that in most cases your written submission will be published on the 
Scottish Parliament’s website and may be quoted in the Committee’s report or in 
Committee meetings (which are public and broadcast). 

If you wish to request that your submission be published without your name, please 
contact the Clerks at dplr.committee@parliament.scot. 

Before making a submission, please read the Scottish Parliament’s Privacy Notice 
about submitting your views to a Committee. This tells you about how we process 
your personal data. 

We welcome written views in English, Gaelic, Scots or any other language. 

https://www.parliament.scot/Privacy-Notice/CommitteeOfficeEvidenceSubmissionv4.pdf


Written responses should be sent electronically to dplr.committee@parliament.scot. 
Ideally they should be no more than four sides of A4. 

If you cannot submit electronically, you may send in a hard copy written submission. 
If you are sending in a hard copy submission please print off and include a copy of 
the Data Protection form. Please send them to: The Delegated Powers and Law 
Reform Committee, Room T1.01, Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh EH99 1SP. 

What happens next? 

The Committee will consider all written evidence and use this to aid its questioning of 
the Cabinet Secretary for Government Business and the Constitution at a future 
evidence session on the Bill. 

Contact 

Should you require alternative formats of this information or further assistance in 
making a written submission to the Committee, please do not hesitate to contact the 
clerking team of the Committee via email or by telephone on 0131 348 5212. 

 


